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"You see/3 he said, "I tell you everything
because I cannot keep my thoughts hidden.
Some of the students think that I don't under-
stand them. That is because they don't under-
stand themselves. They don't know the hidden
motives that prompt them to action. They feel
the impulse to do certain things, and that impulse
they interpret to suit their own convenience.
The real desire that pushes them on, they don't
see. I can see these hidden things, but when
I tell the students this, they get annoyed, and
say, 'Swami doesn't understand.' Everybody
in this country thinks that he is unselfish, whereas
unselfishness is extremely rare. We are deluded
by our ego. Therefore, Hindu scriptures say
that a Guru is necessary. He can probe the
mind of the disciple, see his real motives, and
warn him in time. But Western people don't
understand this. They won't admit the need of
a Guru. The West is very egoistic."

When we got up and walked home, the
Swami said, "My Master was a perfect Yogi,
nothing remained hidden from him. He knew
our minds through and through. We didn't have
to ask him anything, he anticipated all our
thoughts. We never had the impression that he
was teaching us, but he watched us all the time."
Nothing escaped him. He knew what pitfalls
stood in our way, and he made us avoid them.

"Have you seen people play chess? The
players sometimes overlook a move because
their minds are set on winning the game. But